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Listing of Claims 

L (Cancelled) 

2. (Currently Amended) A medium feeding apparatus comprising: 

at least one align roller to align a medium in a pat h, wherein the med ium is positioned in 
a plane defined bv a first axis and a second axis, wherein the align roller is positioned below the 
medium and is driven to transport the medium in the path along the s econd axis: and 
T a feed assistance member comprising: 

(i) a shaft; and 

(ii) a feed assistance roller rotably mounted to the shaft and positioned to apply 
pressure on the medium in the path to stabilize the medium while the medium is being 
aligned in the path by the at least one align roller, wherein the feed assistance member is 
not rotably connected to the align roller, and wherein the feed assistance member and die 
at least one align roller are offset with respect to the second axis and wherein the feed 
assistance member and one alien roller both rotate along the second axis is not vciti&ally 
aligned wi t h any to ll er. 

■v. 

3 . (Currently Amended) A medium feeding apparatus , wherein the, medium, is 
positioned in a plane defined bv a first axis and a second axis, comprising: 

at least one ve rtical second_axis align roller to align the mediu m along the in t h e v ert ical 
di re c tion second axis : 

a la t eral first jayis align roller to align the medium alone the first axis iirthe lateral 
d ir e ction ; and 

a feed assistance member comprising: 
(t) a shaft; and 

(ii) a feed assistance roller rotably mounted to the shaft and positioned to apply 
pressure on the medium in the path to stabilize the medium while the medium is being 
aligned in the path by the at least one second axis align roller, wherein the feed assistance 
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member is not rotably connected to the align tra il er rollers , wherein the feed assistance 
rotter member and the at least one second axis alien roller are offset with re spect to the 
second axis is n ot vertically ali&m^d with any ro ll er, and wherein the feed assistance 
member is mounted between one lateral first axis align roller and one second axis vertical 
align roller. 

4. (Previously Presented) The medium feeding apparatus of claim 2, wherein the 
align rollers have a non-circular cross section for feeding the medium. 

5. (Currently Amended) The medium Feeding apparatus of claim 3, wherein the feed 
assistance member is aligned in the vertical direction along the_seccmd axis with r espec t to 
medium m o vem e n t. 

6. (Previously Presented) The medium feeding apparatus of claim 2, wherein the 
feed assistance member further comprises: 

two brackets including open grooves, wherein the shaft is disposed in the grooves of the 
bracket* 

7. (Previously Presented) The medium feeding apparatus of claim 2, wherein the 
total weight of the feed assistance roller is applied onto the medium. 

8. (Currently Amended) The medium feeding apparatus of claim 6, wherein the feed 
assistance member further c o mprises comprising a spring for urging the feed assistance roller 
onto the medium. 

9. (Previously Presented) The medium feeding apparatus of claim 6, wherein the 
medium is paper. 
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10. (Currently Amended) A medium processing device including a medium feeding 
apparatus to feed the medium through a feed path in the processing device, whe^ejp the medium 
is positioned in a olane defined bv a first axis and a s econd axis> and wherein the medium feeding 
apparatus comprises: 

at least one align roller to align a medium in a path, wherein the align toller is positioned 
below the medium and is driven to transport the medium in the path alpng the second axis; and 
a feed assistance member comprising: 

(i) a shaft; and 

(ii) a feed assistance roller ratably mounted to the shaft and positioned to apply 
pressure on the medium in the path to stabilize the medium while the medium is being 
aligned in the path by the at least one ajign roller, wherein the feed assistance member is 
not rotably connected to the align roller, and wherein the feed assistance roller and the at 
least one align roller are offset with respect to the second ax is and wherein the feed 
assistance roller and one align roller both rotate along the second axis rs-not vertically 
aligned with any roller . 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) The medium processing device of claim 1 0, wherein the 
processing device comprises a printer and the medium comprises paper, 

1 2. (Currently Amended) A medium processing device including a medium feeding 
apparatus to feed the medium through a feed path in the processing device, wherein the medjjitfl 
isjositioned in a plane defined bv a first axis and a second axis, and wherein the medium feeding 
apparatus comprises: 

at least one vertical: second axis align roller to align the medium in th e v ert ical diction 
alone the second axis ; 

a lat er al first axis align roller to align the medium alone the first axis irrths lat e ral 
direction; 

a feed assistance member comprising: 
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(i) a shaft; and 

(ii) a feed assistance roller rotably mounted to the shaft and positioned to apply 
pressure on the medium in the path to stabilize the medium while the medium is being 
aligned in the path by the at least one second axis, align roller, wherein the feed assistance 
member is not rotably connected to the at least one second axis align roller, wherein the 
feed assistance roller and the at least one second axis align roller are offset with respect to 
the second axis h not vcitii jdly aligned with any ro lle r, and wherein the feed assistance 
member is mounted between one lat e ral first axis align roller and one vertical second 
axis align roller. 

13. (Previously Presented) The medium processing device of claim 10, wherein the 
align rollers have a non-circular cross section for feeding the medium. 

14. (Currently Amended) The medium processing device of claim 12, wherein the 
feed assistance member is aligned along the second axis iu th e vertical direc t i o n with r es p ect to 
medium movemen t. 

1 5. (Previously Presented) The medium processing device of claim 10, wherein the 
feed assistance member further comprises 

two brackets including open grooves, wherein the shaft is disposed in the grooves of the 
bracket 

16. (Previously Presented) The medium processing device of claim 10, wherein the 
total weight of the feed assistance roller is applied onto the medium* 

1 7. (Currently Amended) The medium processing device of claim 15, wherein the 
m e dium f e eding appara t us further co mpris e s comprising a spring for urging the feed assistance 
roller onto the medium. 
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1.8. (Currently Amended) A feed assistance apparatus for feeding a medium in a 
medium processing apparatus, comprising: 

at least one. align roller For feeding the medium, wherein tfr,e medium is positioned,^ 
plane defined by a first axis and a second axis, and wherein the align roller is positioned below 
the medium and is driven to transport the medium in the path alone the second axis ; 

a member portion contacting said medium being fed to increase a frictional force 
generated on the medium while the medium is being aligned in the path by the at least one align 
roller; 

wherein the member portion is not rotably connected to the align roller, and wherein the 
member portion and the at least one align roller are offset with respect to the second axis and 
wherein the member portion and one align roller both rotate along the second axis tsirot 
v e rt i cally aligned with any r o lle r, 

19. (Currently Amended) A feed assistance apparatus for feeding a medium in a 
medium processing apparatus, comprising: 

at least one align roller for feeding the mediu m, wherein the medium is positioned in a 
plane defined bv a first axis and a second axis and transported alone the second axis : 

a member portion contacting said medium being fed to increase a factional force 
generated on the medium while the medium is being aligned in the path by the at least one align 
roller; 

wherein the member portion is not rotably connected to the align roller, and wherein the 
member portion and the at least one align roller are offset with respect to the second axis, is n ot 
vertically aligned with any ro ll er , and wherein the member portion is non-rotatable. 

20. (Previously Presented) The feed assistance apparatus of claim 18, further 
comprising a shaft portion supported in a bracket and disposed through said member portion, 
wherein the member portion rotates around said shaft portion so as to move by a force from said 
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medium, wherein the shaft portion is not rotably connected to the align roller. 

2 1 . (Currently Amended) A feed assistance apparatus for feeding a medium in a 
medium processing apparatus, wherein the medium j5_j3_ositioned in a plane defined by a first axis 
and a second axis, comprising: 

at least one v e rti cal second axis align roller to align the medium in the- vertical dilution 
along the second axis ; 

a la te ral first axis align roller to align the medium in the lat er al direction alone the first 

axis: 

a member portion contacting said medium being fed to increase a fhctional force 
generated on the medium while the medium is being aligned m the path by the at least one align 
roller; and 

wherein the member portion is not rotably connected to the align rollers rotter, and 
wherein the member portion and the at least one second axis_align roller are offset with respect to 
the second axis is not v e j tically aligned with any roller, and wherein the member portion is 
mounted between one lat e ral first axis align roller and one v ert ical second axis align roller. 

22. (Currently Amended) The feed assistance apparatus of claim 1 8, wherein at least 
oflg align r o llers have roller has a non-circular cross section for feeding the medium. 

23. (Currently Am ended) The feed assistance apparatus of claim 18, wherein the 
member portion is aligned it> t he vertical direc t ion along the second axis with respect to medium 
movement. 

24. (Previously Presented) The feed assistance apparatus of claim 18, wherein the 
medium is paper. 
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25 . (Previously Presented) The feed assistance apparatus of claim 1 8, wherein the 
member portion does not contact any align roller when the medium is not contacting the member 
portion. 

26. (Currently Amended) The feed assistance apparatus of claim 21, wherein the at 
least one vertical align roller comprises two ve rt ical second axis align rollers, and wherein the 
feed assistance roller is further mounted between the two vertical second axis align rollers. 

27. (Previously Presented) The medium feeding apparatus of claim 2, wherein the 
feed assistance roller does not contact any align roller when the medium is not positioned in the 
path. 

28. (Currently Amended) The medium feeding apparatus of claim 3, wherein the at 
least one vertical align roller comprises two ve rti cal second axis align rollers, and wherein the 
feed assistance roller is further mounted between tbe two ve rt ical second axis align rollers. 

29. (Previously Presented) The feed assistance apparatus of claim 18, wherein the 
member portion does not contact any align roller when the medium is not positioned in the path. 

30. (Previously Presented) The medium processing device of claim 10, wherein the 
feed assistance roller does not contact any align roller when the medium is not positioned in the 
path, 

3 1 . (Currently Amended) The medium processing device of claim 12, wherein the at 
least one ve rti cal second axis align roller comprises two vertical second axis align rollers, and 
wherein the feed assistance roller is further mounted between the two ver tical second axis align 
rollers. 
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32. (Currently Amended) The medium feeding apparatus of claim 2, wherein t he align 
roll e r aligns the medium ijn d substantially horizontal p ath, and wherein the feed assistance 
member and align rollers contact the medium while the medium is moving along the second axis 
in t he substan ti ally horiz o n t al path . 

33. (Previously Presented) The medium feeding apparatus of claim 2, wherein the 
feed assistance member rotates and applies pressure to the medium in response to contacting the 
medium being moved by the align roller. 

34. (Currently Amended) The medium processing device of claim 10, whc reiirfchc 
a tign roll e r alig n s t he medium in a subs t antially h o riz o n t al p a t h, and wherein the feed assistance 
member and align rollers contact the medium while the medium is moving along the second axis 
in the substan ti ally h o riz o ntal - p ath. 

35. (Previously Presented) The medium processing device of claim 10, wherein the 
feed assistance member rotates and applies pressure to the medium in response to contacting the 
medium being moved by the align roller. 

36. (Currently Amended) The feed assistance apparatus of claim 18 f wherein t he align 
roll er aligns the medium in a subs t antially horiz o ntal p ath, and wherein the feed assistance 
member and align rollers contact the medium while the medium is moving along the second axis 
in the substantially h orizo ntal path. 

37. (Previously Presented) The feed assistance apparatus of claim 1 8, wherein the 
feed assistance member rotates and applies pressure to the medium in response to contacting the 
medium being moved by the align roller. 
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38. (Currently Amended) A medium feeding apparatus comprising: 
at least one align roller to align a medium in a path, -yvherem the medium js positioned iq 
a plane defmed bv a first axis and a second axis and transported along the second axis ; and 
a feed assistance member comprising: 

(i) a shaft; and 

(ii) a feed assis t ance r o ller ratably m o un te d a member mounted to the shaft and 
positioned to apply pressure on the medium in the path to stabilize the medium while the 
medium is being aligned in the path by the at least one align roller, wherein the feed 
ass istanc e membe r i s n o t n ot ably c o nnec te d t o the align ro ll er , wherein the feed assistance 
rotter member and the at least one align roller are offset with respect to title second axis, is 
not ver t ically aligned with any roller, and wherein the member p ort i o n is non-rotatable. 
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